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Cct ober 27, 1989

Frank Rei chnmuth

Charl es Green

California Regional Water Quality Control Board
Nort h Coast Region

1440 Cuernevill e Road

Santa Rosa CA 95403

Re: R&J Monitoring Program
Dear Frank and Charl es:

| amwiting this letter in response to M. Kor's letters of
October 10 and 18, 1989, regarding the Mnitoring and Reporting
Program now i n place on R&]'s |l ands along the North fork of the
Garcia. Wiile | amconfident that the program as proposed wll
provi de i nportant data on the |evels of sedinmentation occurring
in the North fork, it is inportant that the |limtations of the

program be well understood. In this way, careful evaluation of
the results will lead to wi ser managenent of our coastal forest
| ands by public agencies, the tinber industry and private |and
owners.

The limtations which concern me nost and which | have di scussed
with you both on several occasions but have never set down in
witing until now, fall into three categories:

1. There are no background studies on the Garcia which
woul d provide essential baseline information about what has
been going on in the river in the past. For exanple, we al
know that the river is downcutting through a |arge bedl oad
of sedi nent which was deposited probably as a result of
past |ogging and the mgjor events of '55 and '64. At any
point in the river nore or |ess sedinent is being
contributed as a result of this downcutting process. If we
knew, from background studies, what was being contributed
at various points in the river through this process, we
woul d be in a better position to determ ne what is now
being contributed in the formof sedinment fromR&)'s
current |ogging operation

2. The nonitoring project should allow us to identify
sedi ment ati on changes occurring in the river at the various
nmonitoring stations, however, it will be difficult, if not

i npossible, to identify the causes of those changes. There
are several reasons for this:
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a. Natural events, such as large flood storms can
occur at any time and trigger sedi nmentati on changes.
b. There are many sites in which past bad | ogging
practices are still contributing sedi nentation, both
wi thin and outside of the recently | ogged areas.

3. It has been inpossible to find sites above and bel ow t he
areas currently being |ogged that will give an accurate
assessnment of change caused by ongoing | ogging activities.
Each site is unique and the configuration of pools and
ripples, the gradient, the trapped bedl oad within the study
area and i medi ately upstream and other factors will all
effect the coll ected data.

While | amoptimstic about the overall value of the project, |
am concerned that its |inmtations be recognized by all involved.
If you have any questions about the matter contained in this
letter, please contact ne so that we can get together and have
di scussi ons.

Very truly yours

SoMCpawsclales

Jack Monschke
JM sa

NOV 13 1989



